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March 23, 2016  

 

French Immersion teacher Erin Connors nominated for  

2016 Edwin Parr Teacher Award   

 

GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB - The Grande Prairie Public School District is honoured to nominate first 
year teacher Erin Connors for the 2016 Edwin Parr Teacher Award. Presented by the Alberta 
School Boards Association (ASBA), the annual award recognizes outstanding first year teachers 
in each of the six ASBA Zones.  
 
A graduate of University of New Brunswick, Mme Connors teaches all Grade Five French 
Immersion subjects excluding music at École Montrose. Mme Connors has been actively 
involved in and out of the classroom and has managed to wear multiple hats as she quickly 
found a balance between teaching her students, professional development and extra-curricular 
activities. 
 
“Erin Connors is an exemplary role model for our staff and students and we would like to 
congratulate her for her amazing efforts in such a short time,” said John Lehners, Board Chair 
for the Grande Prairie Public School District. “It’s great to see our teachers get actively involved 
and share their passion for education while helping students succeed.” 
 
A typical day in Mme Connors’ classroom is focused on celebrating student success. Her 
classroom lessons consistently use hands-on activities, visual exemplars and a variety of 
methods to collect information including exit slips, formative questions and oral responses.  
 
Mme Connors has been committed to professional development by participating in District and 
community events including PLCs and teachers’ conventions. Mme Connors has contributed 
her time to also volunteering as the Grade Five basketball coach and supervising student 
activities throughout the year, including the Montrose Breakfast Club. The District is proud to 
recognize that Mme Connors established the first ever LGBTQ group at École Montrose to 
promote a safe, caring and inclusive environment for everyone.  
 
“It is an absolute honor to have been nominated for this prestigious award. To have been 
recognized in such a talented and successful district, truly means a lot to me,” said Erin 
Connors. “None of this would have been possible without the tremendous support of my 
colleagues at École Montrose and District wide.”  
 
The Board of Trustees and the École Montrose staff and students wish Mme Connors the best 
of luck and thank her for her outstanding work. The winners of the 2016 Edwin Parr Teacher 
Award for each zone will be honoured at the ASBA Fall General Meeting on September 22 in 
Peace River, AB.  
 
To read our interview with Mme Connors, visit our blog at www.gppsd.ab.ca/About/Blog/.  

http://www.gppsd.ab.ca/About/Blog/
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About the Edwin Parr Teacher Award: Edwin Parr was a lifelong devotee to the education 
field and the past-president of the Alberta School Trustees' Association from 1956 to 1962. 
During his role as president, Edwin Parr instituted an 'Annual Teacher Award' in his school 
system. To honour the profession Parr dearly respected, the Alberta School Trustees’ 
Association established the Edwin Parr Teacher Award in 1964. The provincial award 
recognizes outstanding first year teachers in each of Alberta’s six educational zones, with each 
local division picking one nominee. Each ASBA zone then chooses a winner.  
 
About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public School 
District is a learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of 
over 8,000 students. The Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of 
Preschool, French Immersion, Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and 
International Baccalaureate programs catered to the students and parents of the Grande Prairie 
community. Growing from 15 schools to 18 schools in September 2017, the District serves 
students from Preschool through Grade 12 and believes in creating a nurturing environment 
where “Every Student Succeeds.” For more information, please visit www.gppsd.ab.ca and 
follow @GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter. 
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